Anu. Kapapmepdmovrog
O Broroykog 0pog «yiporpor

(EmiotoAn 610 TEPLOdIKO
Aeltio A" Houdwozpixng Kivikng Iovemotnuiov AGnvav,
10. 52, (1e0Y. 4), 2005, c€l. 423)

Zoyvl 0 OvoyveoeTng ovvovtdel Tov Opo  «yipopo» N
CULOPIKOG» OE KEIEVO AVAPEPOIEVO Y10, TOPAOELY LD OE AEVYLES,
OT®MG € TPONYOVUEVO TEVYOG TOV TTEPLOOIKOD AVAYPAPNKE O TITAOG
«Avti-CD20 ypoupikd pHOVOKA®MVIKO ovTicopa ot 0epomevtikn
TpdEnp'. ko diepwtdron kavelc yati ot gpgvvntéc kabiépmoay
avtdV TOV OpO.

Ymv EMinvik;p MuBoroyia® n Xipoipa avapépetor o¢ évo
TOAOpopPo Tépog. O "‘Ounpog® oty TMdda pvnuovevel yio TpdT™
eopd v Xipoipo, n omoio NTaV Eva TEPOS HE KEQPAAL AOVTAPLOV,
Kopui yidag kot ovpd @100, mov ERyale and to otopa PwTIES. Katd
tov Holodov?!, n Xipapa frav  moudi tov Tvpdva kot g "Eydvac,
OV MTAV oM Yyuvoiko kot pon ¢idl, Kot adéAeloe g MTav 1
Aepvaio "'Yopa, o ‘Opbog, to oKOA-TéPAG pE dVO KEPAAMO KoL TN
euwicla ovpd, ko o KépPepog o puAaKag Tov KAT® KOGHOL HE TO
TEVVTO KEQAALD Kot TIG Qudioteg ovpéc. [Taudid g Xipoupag Mrav o
Aéwv g Nepéag ko 1 Zelyyo pe KEQAA YOVOIKOG KOl GO0
AMoVTap1o0, TOv NTaV 1 GLUEOPA TS ONPac Y dAovg ekeivovg, ot
omoiot dev €Avvay To aiviypd TG Kot To omoio o¢ yvwotdv EAvce o
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Owinodag. H Xipoapa avatpdenke otv Avkia g M. Aclog kot
v okdtwoe o €€ "Apyovg Npwag Behlepepoving kapdra mdve cto
otepwTd TOV dAOYO, Tov IINyaso, mov o Paciiidg g Avkiag lofdng
tov elye opiloel va mohoiyer pe v Xipopo, ELEATIGTOVTOS TOV
eEAPOVIGHO TOV.

Ot emomuoveg éhaPav  omd ™ EAAnvik; MvBoloyio tov
0po «yipopoy Yoo v, YapaKTnpicouy 10 GUTO TOL TPOEPYOVTAV OO
eupolacud Kot mopovciale HEIKTOVG YOPAKTNPES ONA. TOV UNTPIKOV
QLTOV Kot ToL EUPOAIOV TOV, KOt YEVIKOTEPA YLl TOV OPYAVICUO TOL
0moiov 0ot 1670l VKoLV G€ 30 YEVETIKAG dtdpopa €idn. Katd tov
{010 Tpdmo 0 Opog «yitapo» YPNOUOTOLEITOL GTIG UETOUOGYEVCELS
poelod TOV 00TOV Y Vo OMAGVETOL OTL OTO  OiHo.  TOL
pHeTopooYeLUEVOL  PBpiokovtor  dV0  OlPOPETIKOL  KLTTOPIKOL
mAnBvopot, Tov S0TN Kot Tov SEKTN.

Emiong o 6poc «uonpikdcy, oc enibeto, onAmvel OTL eketvo
070 0mol0 avaeEpeTaL givat dINUOVPYNUE OTd SoPOPETIKA PlroAoyikd
elon, 6mwg ot pvnuovevBeica epyacia, otnv omoia avaypaeeTot OTL
N POVEAUT iVl €Vo «(LLOIPIKO HOVOKAMVIKO OVTICOUO», TO
omoio ovvtifetor ond «to otebepd TUNHO TG AvOpOTELGS
aVOCOCRUIPIVICGY KOl TO  «UETOPANTO TUNUO  0VOCOGOOALPIVIG
TOVTIKOD», ONAOY| OO 0VOGOCPALPIVES OVO SLOPOPETIKDOV EOMV.



Dim. Karaberopoulos

The biological term chimera

(Letter: Annales Clinicae Paediatricae Universitatis Atheniensis,
vol. 52, (issue 4), 2005, p. 423)

The reader of your Journal very often reads the term “’chimera’ in
texts related to for example to leukemia, just as in the previous issue
of your journal was the article with title “Anti-CD20 chimera
monoclonal antibody in therapeutic practice™. And everyone
wanders why researchers have established this term.

Chimera in Greek Mythology® was a multiform monster.
Homer’ in the Iliad mentions for the first time Chimera, which was a
fire-breathing monster with the head of a lion, the body of a goat, and
the tail of a serpent. According to Hesiod® Chimera was a child of
Typhon and Echidnas, who was half woman and half serpent and her
brothers were Lernaia Hydra, Orthos, the dog-monster with two
heads and a tail of a serpent, and Kerberos, the keeper of the
underworld with the fifty heads and the tails of serpents. Chimera’s
children were the Lion of Nemea and Sphinx, who was Thebas’
catastrophe for all those, who were able to answer her enigma but
which was answered as it is known by Oedipus. Chimera was
brought up in Lycia of Minor Asia and was killed by the hero
Bellerophon mounted on the winged horse Pegasus, as he was set on
fighting with Chimera by the King of Lycias hoping for his
destruction.

Scientists got from Greek Mythology the term “chimera” in
order to characterize the plant, which derived after inoculation and
presents mixed characteristics from its mother plant and its graft and
generally for other organisms, whose tissue belong to two different
genetic types. Similarly the term “chimera” is used on transplantation
of bone marrow so as to signify that in the blood of the body, which
accepted the graft, two different cellular population were found, that
of which one being the donor and the other the receiver.
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Also the term ‘“chimeric” as an adjective means that the
subject to which is referred, is a creation of two different biological
types, as in the mentioned article of the journal, where it is inscribed
that rifuximampe is a “chimeric monoclonic antibody”, which is
formed from “the stable part of human’s immunoglobulin” and “the
variable part of mouse’s immonoglobulin”, i.e. by immunoglobulins
from two different kinds.
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